
Mount Diablo
Review

mount diablo interpretive association

Spring/Summer 2015 • MDIA, PO Box 346, Walnut Creek, CA 94597-0346 • 925-927-7222 • www.mdia.org

complimentary copy

Volunteering at Mount Diablo State Park • Carl Nielson, State Park Peace Officer

A gorgeous view from the “office,” fresh air, exercise, 
like-minded coworkers…. What more can you ask for?

Volunteers provide a valuable service in parks 
throughout the California State Park System. In 2014, 
40,000 volunteers contributed over one million hours 
in California State Parks. Here at Mount Diablo State 
Park, we have a very active, dedicated, and enthusiastic 
group of volunteers who work in multiple aspects of 
park operations. Nearly 200 long-term volunteers 
perform work under the Volunteer in Parks (VIP) 
Program. Mount Diablo State Park volunteers donated 
over 15,000 hours this past year! Let’s look at the kinds 
of work in which volunteers are involved.

(continued on page 8)

Trails and Facilities Maintenance
The park has a large network of trails. Much of the work 
to maintain these trails is performed by volunteers: 
clearing trails, removing overhang, and improving trail 
drainage. Our volunteer trail maintenance crew meets 
on the second Saturday of every month. Trail work 
is also performed on Earth Day in April, National 
Trails Day in June, and National Public Lands Day in 

September. One-day volunteers are welcome—they just 
need to complete some paperwork.

Several volunteers are constructing a trail of rock steps 
in Rock City that connects Grotto Picnic Area and 
the Wind Caves. Others have provided needed repairs 
to park facilities, particularly those damaged by the 
2013 Morgan Fire. The small but active Maintenance 
Volunteer Group welcomes additional volunteers with 
maintenance experience (carpentry, painting, etc.); 
enthusiasm is a plus.

Volunteers on foot, on bike, and on horse assist hikers, 
trail runners, mountain bicyclists, and equestrians while 
on patrol in the backcountry of the park. They advise 
visitors on wise use, rules, and regulations. They report 
on trail conditions and backcountry activity. Official 
vests or jerseys identify these volunteers.

On weekends and 
some holidays, 
volunteers 
exclusively staff 
the Mitchell 
Canyon Visitor 
Center, located 
on the north side 
of the park near 
Clayton. Many 
volunteers lead interpretive programs such as wildflower 
hikes and the popular Tarantula Treks that take place in 
late summer/early autumn. Volunteers also assist visitors 
at the Summit Visitor Center.

docent-led hike • liz watson

Backcountry Patrols
earth day volunteers • carl nielson

Public Contact



Park Superintendent’s Report
       • Ryen Goering

Welcome to Mount Diablo State 
Park. Almost 20,000 acres and 
175 miles dedicated to hiking, 
biking, and equestrian trail 
opportunities await you. In this 
wilderness, you are surrounded 
by rare plants, scenic vistas, and 
rocks galore. Please don’t hesitate 
to ask park staff or volunteers for help in planning or 
improving your visit.

In support of Ranger Carl Nielson’s description of 
volunteering in the park, I encourage everyone to 
consider the benefits, both to the park and to individuals 
giving their time. As an example, after many months 

of planning, a bridge in Dan Cook 
Canyon was replaced with a new 
steel structure that will last far 
longer than the previous bridge. 
Park staff, volunteers, and generous 
donors came together to accomplish 
this major project. The Rock City 
stone steps, painstakingly chiseled 
and positioned by a small group of      

dedicated volunteers, will be a lasting 
piece of work that their grandchildren can point to as an 
example of what their family of volunteers contributed to 
the park.

Mount Diablo Interpretive 
Association (MDIA) also 
welcomes volunteers to 
help with its organizational 
functions, developing 
interpretive displays and 
publications, supporting park 
programs, and much more. 
Any purchases you make in 
the visitor centers help support 
these activities. Since MDIA 
is an all-volunteer nonprofit organization, almost all 
money collected is reinvested directly into this park. 
MDIA’s website, mdia.org, provides more information on 
volunteering, membership, and donation opportunities. 
Please consider joining the park staff, VIPs, and MDIA 
volunteers and donors to care for and maintain this 
wonderful “urban wilderness” now and for generations to 
come. Enjoy your visit!

MDIA President’s Column
    • Mike Woodring
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Mitchell Creek Restoration Area: The Native Plants Are Thriving
• Dave Caniglia, Mount Diablo State Park Project Steward Volunteer

Walk a quarter mile up Mitchell Canyon from the 
visitor center, where the canyon narrows and the trail 
becomes steep for a short uphill climb, and there you 
will encounter the Mitchell Creek restoration project on 
the right. In the fall of 2013, a 100 yard plus section of 
creek with high banks and old dams was reshaped for 
improvement with flood plains and a series of pools. 
In the spring of 2014, the area was planted with native 
plants that grew on site before the construction. (See 
related article in the Spring/Summer 2014 Mount 
Diablo Review.) The 1,100 gallon water tank marks 
the spot where visitors can get a view of the project. 
Protective hardware was installed around some of the 
plants to counter the nibbling habits of deer, pigs, 
turkeys, rabbits, etc., until the plants get established.

The California State Parks Bay Area District resource 
team, based in Petaluma and led by Natural Resource 
Program Manager Cyndy Shafer, planned the project. 
Go Native, of Montara, was contracted to do the 
planting and irrigation. Native Here Nursery in 
Berkeley has been propagating the plants from seeds 
and cuttings collected directly from Mitchell Creek. 
Great Tree Tenders, based in Ukiah, has done weed 
control. Local park volunteers salvaged plants from the 
site before construction and continue to be stewards of 
the planting and ongoing maintenance effort. Skilled 
help is welcome from others who might be interested. 
More plant identification talent would be appreciated as 
a valuable asset to the project.

During last year’s late fall storms, Mitchell Creek flashed 
with the onslaught of water during a short time and 

filled the pools with gravel. Branches from some large 
trees remaining from before the excavation fell in the 
wind and rain and were left where they lay, to naturalize 
the area. Small pools are reforming below short falls as 
the stream cuts the channel deeper in places.

Another round of planting began this winter, in 
particular, shrubs in the upland sections and more 
riparian species for the stream channel. Most of the trees, 
primarily oaks and pines, were planted last year. Yellow 
flags mark vegetation planted in March 2014. Red flags 
mark those planted in January of this year.

When this phase of the project is complete, 3,000 
plants, representing 54 species, will have been added. 
In addition, native grass seed, specific to the area, has 
been sown in sections. The project’s goal is to have a 
minimum of 50 percent coverage of native plants after 
three years, and 75 percent after five years. It may take a 
human generation or a lifetime to restore this habitat to 
be like it once was for the endangered red-legged frog, 
Alameda whipsnake, or rainbow trout.

For more information on the “Mitchell Creek 
Restoration and Fish Passage Project,” see the 
documentation in the Mitchell Canyon Visitor 
Center. Inquiries may be directed to Project Steward 
Volunteer Dave Caniglia at cani@mindspring.com 
or to California State Parks Natural Resource Program 
Manager Cyndy Shafer at Cyndy.Shafer@parks.ca.gov.

As stewards of Mount Diablo 
State Park and champions of 
its natural inhabitants, we want 
to inform you of a program we 
have implemented to protect a 
natural resource in the park.

The area known as “Castle 
Rock” in Mount Diablo State 

Park is closed to visitors from February 1 to July 31 
to help protect the peregrine falcon during its nesting 
season. This is an annual closure, as the peregrine falcon 
is listed as a “Fully Protected Species” in California. This 
raptor is territorial and highly sensitive to disturbance 
during nesting season.

California State Parks has partnered 
with East Bay Regional Park 
District, the operator of the Diablo 
Foothills Regional Park, which 
neighbors the closed area, to educate 
rock climbers and the general public 
of this closure and the importance 
of protecting the falcon. Signs and 
educational panels are placed in 
the area to advise and educate users about the closure. 
Violators are subject to penalty by fine. Rock climbers 
are encouraged to use an alternate climbing area of the 
park during the closure.

Please protect this magnificent raptor and respect the 
closure period, the beautiful rocks, and this amazing 
natural environment in our “backyard.”

park staff and some of the volunteers at 
dan cook canyon bridge

• john hardcastle

conrad lowry working on
rock city stone steps

• mike woodring

mitchell creek • ruth ann kishi

dave caniglia (left) and john danielson from
the  native here nursery at the project site

• cyndy shafer
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Camping at Mount Diablo State Park

Mount Diablo has three designated family camping areas and five group camps:

Juniper Campground (36 sites, elevation 3,000 ft.) Located approximately 2 miles 
below the summit, on Summit Road, Juniper is known for its fantastic views.
Three campsites meet accessibility (Americans with Disabilities Act) standards. 
Reservations available.

Live Oak Campground (23 sites, elevation 1,450 ft.) Located one mile above the South 
Gate Entrance Station, off South Gate Road. Live Oak is near Rock City, where one can 
explore rock formations. Reservations available.

Junction Campground (6 sites, elevation 2,200 ft.) Located where South Gate and
North Gate meet at the Ranger Station. This campground is situated in an open 
woodland area. Available on a first-come, first-served basis only.

Group Camps are Buckeye, Barbecue Terrace, Wildcat, Stagecoach, and Boundary.
Each campground is primitive with running water (subject to availability) and pit toilets. 
Barbecue Terrace is equipped with horse ties for equestrian use. RVs are not allowed in 
the group camping areas. Reservations available.

 All campgrounds are provided with picnic tables, fire pits or stoves, potable water  
 (subject to availability) and restrooms. Showers are available at Juniper and Live  
 Oak campgrounds at no additional charge.

 The campgrounds are mainly designed for tent camping, but can accommodate  
 RVs up to 20 feet in length. No hookups and dumping stations are provided.

Camping Procedures
Make reservations 48 hours to 7 months in advance by contacting Reserve America at 
800.444.7275 or www.reserveamerica.com. Reservations can be made for a specific 
campground but not a specific site. Campers cannot be registered at Mitchell Canyon.

Check-in time is 2:00 p.m. Check-out time is 12:00 noon.

During the fire season (generally May to October), the park is subject to closure due to 
extreme fire danger. Campers must call the park at 925.837.2525 or 925.837.0904 one 
day prior to their arrival to confirm park status.

General Rules

 • Alcoholic beverages are prohibited in the park.
 • 8 people and 2 vehicles maximum per campsite.
 • Each juvenile (under age of 18) must have written permission from his/her parents
  (with parent’s phone number) prior to camping without adult supervision. Phone
  verifications will be attempted.
 • Quiet hours are from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
 • No electric generators from 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 a.m.
 • Firewood gathering is prohibited.
 • Fires must be in stoves or fire pits provided. NO GROUND FIRES.
 • Campfire restrictions are in effect during the fire season. Check fire conditions for
  appropriate use (see page 6).
 • Campers are locked in the park overnight from sunset to 8:00 a.m. For   
  emergencies dial 911.
 • Quiet—noise must not carry beyond your immediate camp or picnic ground.

Group Picnic Reservations: Call Ranger Daniel Golde at 925.837.6129 x3

A more detailed topographic map is available for purchase at the entrance 
stations and the Summit and Mitchell Canyon visitor centers.
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Most land adjacent to the park 
is private property. Do not enter 
without the owner’s permission.

Mitchell Canyon Road does not offer a route to 
the Summit via motor vehicle. Vehicles must enter 
through North Gate Road or South Gate Road.

Group Camps

site

nightly

use fee campers vehicles

Stagecoach $65 20 7

Boundary $65 20 7

Buckeye $100 30 10

Wildcat $100 30 10

Barbecue Terrace $165 50 17

capacity

Park Fees per Car
Mitchell Canyon Entrance* $6.00

Macedo Ranch Entrance* $6.00

North and South Gate Entrances* $10.00

Golden Poppy Annual Pass $125.00

California Explorer Annual Pass $195.00

* minus $1 for seniors 62+



March 21 7:00 p.m. Stars and Butterflies

April 25 7:30 p.m. Rocks and Ice in the Solar System

May 23 7:30 p.m. Planets of Our Solar System

June 20 8:00 p.m. Supernova!

July 18 7:30 p.m. Explore Our Sun

Aug 15 7:30 p.m. Our Place in Our Galaxy

Sep 19 6:30 p.m. Moon: Earth’s Lost Rock

Oct 17 6:00 p.m. Search for Alien Worlds

       2015   start   topic

Time: Beginning about an hour before sunset. Enter the park gate at least 45 minutes before the program starts.
Where: Lower summit parking lot of Mount Diablo State Park.
Cost: The astronomy program is free; there is a park entry fee.
Bring: Kids, binoculars, warm clothes (temperature can drop significantly), snacks, water. If you bring a flashlight,
 please cover it with red cellophane or red cloth.
Leaving: The Park gates will be locked and visitors will be able to leave the summit and exit the park only by escorted
 caravans through the North Gate a few times during the evening. Caravans will be announced at various 
 intervals during the program, and visitors should only leave with these escorts.

2015 Public Astronomy Programs on Mount Diablo

• All Features of the Park Are Protected! Do not remove  
 or disturb plants, animals, or geological features.
• Park Hours: Opens at 8 a.m. and closes at sunset.   
 Visitors should be in their vehicles heading out at sunset  
 to avoid being locked in.
• No Alcohol: All alcoholic beverages are prohibited in   
 the park.
• Vehicles/Bicycles Speed Limit: 15 to 25 mph on park  
 roads, 15 mph in campgrounds and picnic areas. All   
 vehicles must stay on the pavement and are prohibited  
 on trails and fire roads.
• Bicycles are allowed only on paved roads, fire roads and  
 designated trails. Check at the Ranger Station for current  
 regulations.

Park Rules
You are responsible for obeying these and other Park rules

• Skateboards, rollerblades, rollerskates, and     
 gravity-propelled devices are prohibited.
• Dogs: Must be on leash at all times when out of your car;   
 must be in tent or a vehicle at night; and must stay in    
 developed areas—they are not allowed on trails or fire roads.
• Fires: Restrictions in effect during season. Check with a   
 Ranger. Fires must be in fire stoves or barbecues provided—   
 no ground fires.
• Emergencies: Dial 911.
• Fireworks are prohibited.
• Firearms/airguns are prohibited.
• Hunting is prohibited.

fire danger chart

Fire Danger 
Reading

Wood fire permitted in 
stoves and BBQ pits
(designated picnic

and campsites)

Use of
Compressed 

Logs

Use of
Charcoal

Use of
Self-

contained
Stove

Cigarette
Smoking 1

Park
Closed 2

LOW

MEDIUM

HIGH

HIGH WITH RED FLAG

VERY HIGH/EXTREME

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES

YES

YES

NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

YES

1 the prohibition of smoking under high fire danger includes smoking within a vehicle.
2 park closure applies to all hikers, vehicles, bicyclists (mountain and road), and horseback riders.

6

MDIA Product Order and Membership Form

7

Clip and mail to MDIA, PO Box 346, Walnut Creek, CA 94957-0346. Checks only, made payable to MDIA.

•  Maps and Hiking Information each qty total

Trail Map of Mount Diablo State Park   (7th  Ed.) 7.50

Hiking Brochures: Easy, Moderate, Demanding (set of 3) 2.00

•  Interpretive Publications

Mount Diablo, The Extraordinary Life and Landscapes
of a California Treasure 60.00

The Mount Diablo Guide (3rd Ed.) 17.00

Mountain Lore—History & Place Names
of Mount Diablo 7.50

Trees and Shrubs of Mount Diablo 7.50

Common Birds of Mount Diablo 7.50

Mt. Diablo Wildflowers 7.50

Geology Brochure and Map 2.50

•  Nature Guides (Laminated/Folded)

Local Birds of the San Francisco Bay Area 9.75

Local Rocks of North America 9.75

Local Butterflies of the San Francisco Bay Area 9.75

Local Animal Tracks of North America 9.75

•  Products with Mount Diablo State Park Logo

T-shirts:  Sky Blue or Stonewashed Green;  S,  M,  L,  XL
(circle size and color)

16.00

Mount Diablo Patch 4.00

Mount Diablo Lapel/Hat Pin 5.50

subtotal $

10% Discount for MDIA, California State Parks Foundation members, 
and Park Staff

total amount  (includes sales tax, shipping & handling) $

Thank you for your mail order! 
Profits from sales support the educational programs of MDIA.

www.mdia.org/site/mdia-event-calendar

if you would like to support mdia, please consider joining

Mount Diablo Interpretive Association
Membership Application

Membership dues are deductible to the full extent 
allowed by law. New memberships include a free 
Mount Diablo trail map.

membership category 
(circle one)

Student/Senior (55+) $15

Individual $25

Family $40

Contributing $100

Lifetime $500

Name:

Address:

City:

State/Zip:

Telephone: (          )
Email:

mdia.org/site/online-store/memberships

To submit articles or photographs for the next 
issue of the Mount Diablo Review, email
info@mdia.org or leave a message at 
925.927.7222. Submission deadline for the
Fall/Winter issue is July 15, 2015.

Article or Photograph Submission

• Maintain fires at all times in a safe condition that
 does not threaten any person or natural or   
 structural feature.

• Never leave a fire unattended.

• Extinguish all fires prior to departure.

• Ground fires are not permitted.

• Firewood gathering is prohibited.

• Report all wildfires immediately. Call 911.

Fire Danger: How Will It Affect You? 

Summit Museum
is open

7 days a week
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

925.837.6119

celestron 14-inch telescope • jon wilson

Donation $

Check out all the hikes and 
other events happening in 
Mount Diablo State Park.

Event Calendar

Join MDIA or renew your 
membership online now.
Use your smartphone.

The Astronomy Program is presented by Mount Diablo State Park, Mount Diablo Astronomical Society (MDAS), and 
Mount Diablo Observatory Association. It takes place weather permitting (including “High Fire Danger”). Rain cancels. 
For more details, go to Mount Diablo Astronomical Society’s website, www.mdas.net, and click on Event Calendar, or 
call Mount Diablo State Park at 925.837.2525.



Around 400 trail signposts 
identify over 160 miles of 
backcountry hiking trails and 
fire roads in Mount Diablo State 
Park’s nearly 20,000 acres.

The trail signs in the park 
follow the California State Parks 
uniform format. The name of 
the trail you are on is specified 
in relatively small horizontal 
type near the top of the sign.

The name that appears 
vertically in large type (usually 
another trail but sometimes a 
destination or park boundary) 
shows the termination of that 
particular trail; the word “TO”, 
in small letters, is important. 
The mileage to that end point is 
specified at the bottom.

Understanding Trail Signs

Mount Diablo Review © 2015 by MDIA all rights reserved

Supervising Ranger ..................925.855.1730

Junction Ranger .......................925.837.6129

Mitchell Canyon Ranger ...........925.672.4266

Summit Museum ......................925.837.6119

South Gate Entrance Station ...925.837.0904

Maintenance .............................925.837.6122

Sector Office ............................925.673.2891

General Information .................925.837.2525

TTY Relay Service .....................711

Mount Diablo State Park Phone Numbers

Mount Diablo State Park
96 Mitchell Canyon Road
Clayton, CA 94517-1500
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Trash Removal Project
The Trash Removal Project (TRP) is the 
brainchild of volunteers Rich McDrew and 
Burt Bogardus. Through the years, Rich 
and Burt, along with their intrepid group 
of volunteers, have removed old barbed 
wire fence, old dumps, discarded vehicle 
tires, and old, no-longer-in-use water pipes 
throughout the park, much of which is 
recycled. They have contributed greatly to 
the beautification of the park. They have 
also worked with many Scouts on Eagle 
Projects over the years.
Natural Resource Management
Volunteers assist in the removal of non-native vegetation 
and the care and management of native plant and 
animal species. Dave Caniglia, one such volunteer, logs 
over 1,000 hours yearly within the park. (See story on 
page 3.) Natural resource volunteers are also involved in 
plant and animal surveys.
Star Parties
Volunteers coordinate public Star Parties once a month 
from March through October. A powerful permanent 
telescope is set up at the Lower Summit Parking 

Lot, and many volunteers bring their own 
telescopes. For more information, see page 6.
Park Host Program
Long-term volunteers in the Park Host 
program perform general park maintenance 
duties and public contact at the Mitchell 
Canyon Staging Area and at Live Oak 
Campground. In exchange, these volunteers 
are provided a campsite pad for a recreational 
vehicle. It’s a great opportunity to live and 
“work” in a park.  

        Becoming a VIP
Becoming a VIP requires some paperwork and a four-
hour training session, which includes an introduction 
to the park and the VIP Program. Additional training is 
specific to the volunteering that interests you. Park system 
passes are awarded to volunteers based on hours served. 
An annual Statewide Parks Pass is earned for 200 hours 
in a calendar year. If you are interested, contact State Park 
Peace Officer Scott Poole at Scott.Poole@parks.ca.gov. 
Volunteering for the park is rewarding and incredibly 
valuable to the park. And, remember, as a volunteer, you 
have a really nice office!

burt bogardus (left) and
rich mcdrew • mike woodring

(continued from page 1)


