
Mount Diablo State Park is celebrating its 100th birthday 
this year. From its beginning in 1921 as a few hundred acres 
reached by private toll roads, it has grown to the 20,000 
acre park we all enjoy today. So, what inspired people to 
work to preserve this land as a park? 

! e many things that make Mount Diablo special are 
apparent to anyone who visits. Views from the summit are 
spectacular with visibility of over 100 miles on clear days. ! e 
mountain’s variety of habitats are home to unique plants and 
wildlife, and the complex geology has created amazing rock 
formations including the “wind” caves of Rock City.

! ese features have made generations of people value this 
place for much longer than the 100 years it has been a 
park. However, over time there have been di" erent visions 
for the mountain. 

For thousands of years the caretakers of this land were Native 
Americans. Many groups considered and treated the moun-
tain as a sacred place as do their descendants today. ! is 
reverence for the land was replaced by a new philosophy as 
Spanish missions, Mexican ranchos and then gold seekers 
from the United States # ooded California and forced Native 
Americans throughout the state from their land and the 
ways of life they had developed over centuries.

One early change in the California landscape was the 
introduction of cattle during the Mission period. Raising 
livestock expanded in the years afterward, and ranching 
continues to this day on private land near the park.

As the population surged with the gold rush and California 
became part of the United States, the government’s need to 
de$ ne ownership boundaries drew surveyors to the heights 
of Mount Diablo. In 1852 they established the initial point 
still seen on property documents for much of California 
and all of Nevada. 

 Bringing people to see the wonders of Mount Diablo began 
in 1874 when Joseph Hall opened the Mountain House 
Hotel at about 2,400 feet of elevation. In preparation, the 

$ rst roads were built to the summit. Trips were advertised 
in Bay Area newspapers, and tourists boarded carriages 
that carried them to the top of the mountain at 3849 feet. 
Afterward they could stop at the hotel for a meal or stay 
for the night. 

After the hotel closed in 1891, access became more limited, 
but visitors continued to be attracted to Mount Diablo, and 
in 1913 a toll road was built. Automobiles, horse drawn 
vehicles, hikers and even sheep and cows were charged a fee 
to pass. By the time Mount Diablo was being considered 
for status as a park, announcements for hiking excursions 
o" ered by groups such as the Sierra Club and Contra Costa 
Hills Club appeared in Bay Area newspapers. ! ese groups 
also advocated preserving natural lands for the public.
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October 16, 2021, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Cal State East Bay, Concord Campus
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California State Parks and 
its partners are planning an 
event to give the community 
an opportunity to celebrate 
the 100 year history of the 
park. The day will feature 
information and activities 

highlighting the natural and cultural treasures that 
have been preserved as well as the recreational and 
educational opportunities that abound in Mount 
Diablo State Park. Among the things to see will be 
several wildlife ambassadors including birds of prey, 
bats and snakes. Much more is planned. Watch for 
additional details posted in the park, at www.parks
.ca.gov/MountDiablo.

Mount Diablo State Park
Centennial Celebration



nature, to strengthen bonds with those you care about and 
perhaps even to rediscover yourself. A centennial is a huge 
milestone to celebrate the thousands of individuals who 
have worked so hard to build and maintain this jewel of 
the California State Parks system. Of course the human 
experience here goes back thousands of years to the native 
Bay Miwok people who settled around this mountain and 
revered it as the center of creation itself. Whether we gaze 
at it from afar with its picturesque physique, iconize it on 
logos, street signs and artwork, or take in the majestic views 
from atop its lofty peaks, Mount Diablo is in so many ways 
still the center of our world here in the Bay Area. It means 
so much to so many that nearly three-quarters of a million 
people visit it each year and many thousands more have 
dedicated their lives, careers and volunteer time to make 
it what it is today.

Entire organizations have been formed to help administer, 
preserve and defend it including Mount Diablo Interpre-
tive Association (MDIA) and Save Mount Diablo (SMD). 
! ese nonpro$ ts are proud to support Mount Diablo State 
Park in bringing you a Centennial Celebration that show-
cases the rich and diverse natural and cultural history of 
this park culminating in a grand event in October. After 
a particularly di%  cult year it is with extreme excitement 
that we o" er you the opportunity to join and share in that 
celebration with both live and virtual events throughout 
the year. 

Much of this park has remained unchanged over the last 
century with many of our older structures dating back to 
the 1930’s and 1940’s. Still other parts of this park are con-
stantly changing whether it naturally occurs or the result 
of our ever-changing needs as humans to enjoy, recreate 
and understand the beauty surrounding us and the legacy 
of those who have come before.

It is in that spirit of progress that MDIA would like to 
announce a $ ve-year goal to build a brand new visitor 
center on the north side of the mountain in Mitchell 
Canyon. Having outgrown our modest accommodations 
we feel it is the right time to help Mount Diablo State 
Park meet the challenges of increasing demand and the 
varied interest of our visitors. With community involve-
ment, volunteer fortitude and a great team of architects, 
builders and sta"  we hope to usher in the next 100 
years by adding to the shared experience that embodies
this mountain.

As you travel the roads, hike the trails, climb the rocks, 
camp under the stars and explore the historic buildings 
please take a moment to appreciate your own legacy here 
and how you would like to leave this park for future 
generations to enjoy—perhaps even to reminisce about at 
the bicentennial celebration.

W&'- COVID-19 .#))&+#'&!+(
more widely available and restrictions 
on group gatherings beginning to lift, 
we are enthusiastically looking for-
ward to what the coming months of 
2021 will bring. Over the next few 
weeks, we look forward to further 
reopening operations at our visitor 
centers to allow more public access. 

Mount Diablo State Park is also celebrating an historic 
milestone! ! is year, the park turns 100—one of the oldest 
state parks in California. We are busy planning several spe-
cial events that will take place this summer, which will 
culminate with a large Centennial Celebration on October 
16. Be sure to check the state park website for more details 
as they become available.

Despite the many positive changes on the horizon, we are 
well into $ re season and have already had several small 
human-caused $ res at Mount Diablo State Park. ! is is 
especially concerning due to the extremely dry winters 
we experienced in 2020 and 2021. For the past 70-plus 
years, we have taken weather measurements at the Junc-
tion Ranger Station. During that time, we have averaged 
slightly more than 25 inches of precipitation annually. 
However, in 2020, we received less than 11 inches, or half 
that amount. So far, 2021 appears to be even more dire, 
with less than six inches of precipitation so far this year. 

Due to these extreme drought conditions, please carefully 
follow all $ re-related restrictions while visiting the park. 
! ese restrictions will limit camp$ res, barbecues, smoking, 
and may even result in park closures when extreme $ re con-
ditions are present. ! ese restrictions are for your safety, the 
safety of those living close to the park, the facilities in the 
park, and the wildlife that calls the park home.

T-&( &( # "#/+&fi )*+' #+0 spe-
cial place. It is why I come here and 
undoubtedly why you have chosen to 
spend your day here. For 100 years this 
park has provided millions of people a 
destination in which to connect with 

CENTENNIAL YEAR BRINGS DROUGHT,
HIGH FIRE RISK

by Cameron Morrison,
MDSP Supervising Ranger
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safety of those living close to the park, the facilities in the 

generations to enjoy—perhaps even to reminisce about at 

MDIA PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
by Stephen Smith
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Another vision for the land arose from growth in the 
area. Contra Costa County’s population climbed by 
22,225 between 1910 and 1920 to 53,899. As the 
Bay Area grew, enterprising businessmen began seek-
ing out desirable locations to develop homes. 

One of these was Robert Noble Burgess who pur-
chased a large amount of land on Mount Diablo. Part 
of his vision of development came true with what 
is now the Diablo Country Club and surrounding 
community. Events at the start of World War One 
stopped Burgess from completing more elaborate 
plans, such as a castle-like structure on the summit.

Calls to make Mount Diablo a park came when cre-
ating parks to preserve natural spaces for the bene$ t 
of the public was just beginning. Public support and 
advocacy led to California designating Big Basin as 
a park in 1902. On a national level, Yellowstone was 
set aside as a National Park in 1872, but the National 
Park Service wasn’t established until 1916.

When Mount Diablo was named a park in 1921, it 
was run by an appointed board and joined Big Basin 
as one of a few parks created before the State Park 
system was established.

After the dedication of the park on June 19, 1921, the 
“Hikers” column in the San Francisco Call declared 
that the dedication as a State Park, “…opened the 
gates to a wild garden spot, henceforth to be a great 
public recreation ground. Hitherto, its approaches 
have been restricted. Until recently it was di%  cult 
to obtain permits to pass through private lands and 
picnic or camp thereon. Now almost the entire 
mountain will be free for all orderly hikes.”

! ere was still much work to be done after establish-
ing the park in 1921. Since then, people inspired 
by this place have worked to preserve all that makes 
Mount Diablo special. As we celebrate the park’s 
centennial this year, we celebrate all that has been 
accomplished and look forward to continuing to 
work toward a vision of a “wild garden spot” that is 
accessible to all.

—By Sharon Peterson, State Park Interpreter

Many thanks to our partners in this year’s centennial 
celebrations: Mount Diablo Interpretive Association, 
Save Mount Diablo, and Cal State East Bay.

Mount Diablo Celebrates
its Centennial

work toward a vision of a “wild garden spot” that is 

J!&+ '-* )*,*1$#'&!+ by purchasing Mount Diablo 
Centennial items. Limited quantities are available at 
the Summit Visitor Center, the Mitchell Canyon Visitor 
Center and the MDIA website, mdia.org.

Mount Diablo
Centennial Merchandise

MDIA C*+'*++&#, M*$)-#+0&(*
& Mug & Stickers

& Pin & Cap

& Magnet & T Shirts

O+* !2 '-* 2#.!$&'* ,!)#'&!+( to appreciate the East Bay is 
the Diablo Overlook at Juniper Campground. Local peaks and 
other points of interest are identifi ed on a new interpretative 
panel. Scott Hein donated the photo, the Mount Diablo Inter-
pretative Association paid for the manufacturing, and State 
Park sta!  did the installation. Don’t forget to check it out on the 
way to the summit.

What a View!

New Diablo Overlook Interpretative Panel.
!"#$ $% &'()$, S)*&%+ P"$"&,%+, E!'," M-F*&!*+., S-%$$ H"'+,
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A more detailed topographic map is available for purchase at the entrance stations and the Summit and Mitchell Canyon visitor centers.

Park Fees per Car
Mitchell Canyon Entrance* $6.00
Macedo Ranch Entrance* $6.00
North and South Gate Entrances* $10.00
Golden Poppy Annual Pass $125.00
California Explorer Annual Pass $195.00

* "#$%& $1 '() &*$#()& 62+

Group Camps
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+&/-',3
4(* 2** )#"5*$( .*-&),*(

Stagecoach $65 20 7
Boundary $65 20 7
Buckeye $100 30 10
Wildcat $100 30 10
Barbecue 
Terrace

$165 50 17
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Camping at Mount Diablo State Park
Mount Diablo has three designated family camping areas and fi ve group camps:
JUNIPER CAMPGROUND (36 sites, elevation 3,000 ft.) Located approximately two miles 
below the summit, on Summit Road, Juniper is known for its fantastic views. Three campsites 
meet accessibility (Americans with Disabilities Act) standards. Reservations available.
LIVE OAK CAMPGROUND (23 sites, elevation 1,450 ft.) Located one mile above the South 
Gate Entrance Station, o/  South Gate Road. Live Oak is near Rock City, where one can 
explore rock formations. Reservations available.
JUNCTION CAMPGROUND (6 sites, elevation 2,200 ft.) Located where South Gate and North 
Gate meet at the Ranger Station. This campground is situated in an open woodland area. 
Available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis only.
GROUP CAMPS are Buckeye, Barbecue Terrace, Wildcat, Stagecoach, and Boundary. Each 
campground is primitive with running water (subject to availability) and pit toilets. Barbecue 
Terrace is equipped with horse ties for equestrian use. RVs are not allowed in the group 
camping areas. Please check the state park website for status.

All campgrounds are provided with picnic tables, fi re pits or stoves, potable water 
(subject to availability) and restrooms. Showers are available at Juniper and Live Oak 
campgrounds at no additional charge.

The campgrounds are mainly designed for tent camping, but can accommodate RVs up 
to 20 ft. in length. No hookups and dumping stations are provided.

Camping Procedures
Make reservations up to six months in advance using the ReserveCalifornia website at
reservecalifornia.com. To view a map of the campgrounds and for additional info, please 
visit mdia.org/camping.

Check-in time is 2:00 p.m. Check-out time is 12:00 noon.

During the fi re season (generally May to October) the park is subject to closure due to 
extreme fi re danger. Campers must call the park at 925-837-2525 or 925-837-0904 one day 
prior to their arrival to confi rm park status.

General Rules
& Alcoholic beverages are prohibited in the park.
& Eight people and two vehicles maximum per campsite.
&  Each juvenile (under age of 18) must have written permission from his/her parents

(with parent’s phone number) prior to camping without adult supervision. Phone
verifi cations will be attempted.

& Quiet hours are from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
& No electric generators from 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 a.m.
& Firewood gathering is prohibited.
& Fires must be in stoves or fi re pits provided. NO GROUND FIRES.
&  Campfi re restrictions are in e/ ect during the fi re season. Check fi re conditions for

appropriate use (see page 6).
&  Campers are locked in the park overnight from sunset to 8:00 a.m. For emergencies 

dial 911.
& Quiet—noise must not carry beyond your immediate campground or picnic area.

A more detailed topographic map is available for purchase at the entrance stations and the Summit and Mitchell Canyon visitor centers.

Group Camps
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Stagecoach $65 20 7
Boundary $65 20 7
Buckeye $100 30 10
Wildcat $100 30 10
Barbecue 
Terrace

$165 50 17
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•  When permitted, fi res must be in stoves or
provided fi re pits.

• Never leave a fi re unattended.
• Extinguish all fi res prior to departure.
• Ground fi res are not permitted.
• Firewood gathering is prohibited.
• Report all wildfi res immediately. Call 911.

Fire Danger: How Will It A6 ect You?

POISON OAK

FIRE DANGER CHART

Fire Danger 
Reading

Wood ! re permitted in 
stoves and BBQ pits
(designated picnic

and campsites)

Use of
Compressed 

Logs

Use of
Charcoal

Use of
Self-

contained
Stove

Cigarette
Smoking 1

Park
Closed 2

LOW

MEDIUM

HIGH

HIGH WITH RED FLAG

VERY HIGH/EXTREME

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES

YES

YES

NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

YES

1 THE PROHIBITION OF SMOKING UNDER HIGH FIRE DANGER INCLUDES SMOKING WITHIN A VEHICLE.
2 PARK CLOSURE APPLIES TO ALL HIKERS, VEHICLES, BICYCLISTS (MOUNTAIN AND ROAD), AND HORSEBACK RIDERS.

Fire Danger 
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the mountain, and it’s sneaky stu! . In the fall and winter 
it becomes nearly invisible to the casual hiker by losing 
its leaves while losing none of its power to make you 
miserable with itching. 

This native plant is critical for our wildlife but isn’t so 
benevolent to us people. It not only arms itself with a toxic 
resin called urushiol, it’s a duplicitous shape-shifter too, 
presenting itself as a ground cover, vine, bush, hedge, 
and even as a grove of small trees. It’s especially easy to 
overlook in the cooler months as it fades into the back-
ground, blending in perfectly with its neighbors. One of 
its favorite places to grow is at ground level among our 
buckeye trees, where it disguises itself as an innocent 
shoot of this common native tree. Don’t fall for it.

Many veteran hikers ditch their clothes directly into the 
washing machine when they get home, then take a nice 
hot shower, a sound policy. But if you’re a more casual 
hiker, it’s easy to forget that your boots may be fl ush 
with urushiol too, the skin-blistering oil in poison oak. 
You come home after a hike feeling happy and tired, 
kick o!  those boots with a happy sigh, and forget about 
them. But the resin is stubborn. It doesn’t evaporate, 
and it’ll still be there, lying in wait for you, next time you 
lace your boots.

Urushiol can last for months and even years under some 
conditions. So when you get home, spray a little rubbing 
alcohol on your boots, not forgetting the soles, and let 
them air dry. Rubbing alcohol is a fast-acting solvent. It 
busts up the oil molecules, rendering the urushiol harm-
less. Some of us on the mountain carry alcohol swabs 

in our packs when we hike, just in 
case we accidentally brush against 
poison oak—or even suspect that we 
have. It works. 

But let’s switch points of view. It’s 
not all about us. The oil is thought to 
have evolved as an anti-microbial 
defense—not to make humans mis-
erable, but to fi ght infection when 
the plant is injured. And it’s injured 
all the time by hungry critters. It’s not 
toxic to native wildlife, but instead 
provides critical habitat, food, shelter, and nesting loca-
tions to many species. Deer munch commonly on the 
fallen leaves; insects feed on the juicy tissue; birds such 
as quail, phoebes, waxwings, warblers, woodpeckers, tit-
mice, robins, and towhees eat the berries, and some make 
nests in the branches, particularly the California towhee, 
a friendly, bu! -colored bird about the size of a robin that 
hunts for seeds, spiders, mites, grubs, and snails, in the 
leaf du!  of the woodlands. 

California’s native fauna evolved with poison oak over 
millennia, and on the scale of evolution, we the people 
are literally newcomers, of course. If we stick around 
for a few million more years, a big if, we may develop 
immunity. But for now, try to enjoy this plant for its bril-
liant color and glossy beauty from spring through fall, 
and for the generous bounty it o! ers our wildlife. Just 
keep your eyes open and keep your distance. 
— by Staci Hobbet, Mount Diablo Interpretive 

Association (mdia.org)

and for the generous bounty it o! ers our wildlife. Just 
keep your eyes open and keep your distance. 
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New Mitchell Canyon Visitor Center
The MDIA Board of Directors unanimously approved 
the hiring of Ware Associates to create a master plan 
for improving the visitor experience in Mitchell Canyon 
including the design of a new Visitor Center. We expect 
the Master Plan to be completed by October, 2021. MDIA 
Directors will then seek funding to implement the plan. 
For further information, contact Mike Brandy, brandy-
mike@gmail.com.

Astronomy on Mount Diablo
The Astronomy Program is presented by Mount Diablo 
State Park, Mount Diablo Astronomical Society (MDAS), 
and Mount Diablo Observatory Association. For more 
details, go to Mount Diablo Astronomical Society’s web-
site, www.mdas.net, and click on Event Calendar.
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For more information about volunteering, 
email volunteer@mdia.org or leave a phone 
message at 925-927-7222.

MDIA.org, the website of the Mount Diablo Inter-
pretive Association, is your go-to resource for all 
things related to Mount Diablo State Park. Whether 
you’re looking for great hikes, points of interest, or 
a list of seasonal wild# owers, you will $ nd a variety 
of interactive online tools to help you better plan 
your visit and enjoy the park before, during, and 
after your stay. In addition to practical up-to-date 
information about emergency closures, camping, 
and visitor center hours, our newly expanded web-
site also includes online guides to Mount Diablo’s 
unique # ora, fauna, and geology. For those looking 
for park souvenirs, clothing, or printed books and 
$ eld guides, our online shop is quick and easy to 
use. And if you’re interested in volunteering in the 
park or becoming a member of MDIA, we’ve got a 
tab for that too. 

Visit MDIA.org today to learn more! 

&  Videos and podcasts about the park,
https://www.mdia.org/events/archiveall

& Directions, admission fees, and park information
&  Campground, picnic, and visitor center 

information
& Guide to popular hikes (by level of di%  culty)
& Schedule of events and activities 
& Guide to butter# ies of Mount Diablo
& Guide to wild# owers of Mount Diablo
& Guide to birds of Mount Diablo
& Natural history webinars
& Convenient search feature
& Online store and membership information
& Learn about volunteer opportunities

Explore Mount Diablo Online

Use your smart phone to join now or
shop online.
https://mount-diablo-interpretive-
association.square.site/

(&7 ,*.*,( !2 "*"1*$(-&5:
Senior (55+) $15
Student $15
Individual $25
Family $40
Contributing $100
Lifetime $500

5$!04)'(:
& Maps

& Nature Guides

& Hiking and History Guides

& Clothing

& Bicycle Jerseys

Become an MDIA member today!
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General information ..................... 925-837-2525
Summit Museum ........................... 925-837-6119
Junction Ranger ............................. 925-837-6129
TTY Relay Service .......................... 711

Mount Diablo State Park Phone Numbers

M+#,#$- A..)*&&:
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Mount Diablo State Park
96 Mitchell Canyon Road
Clayton, CA 94517-1500

•  All Features of the Park Are Protected! Do not remove
or disturb plants, animals, or geological features.

•  Park Hours: Opens at 8 a.m. and closes at sunset.
Visitors should be in their vehicles heading out at
sunset to avoid being locked in.

•  No Alcohol: All alcoholic beverages are prohibited in
the park.

• V ehicles/Bicycles Speed Limit: 15 to 25 mph on park 
roads, 15 mph in campgrounds and picnic areas.
All vehicles must stay on the pavement and are
prohibited on trails and fi re roads.

•  Bicycles are allowed only on paved roads, fi re roads,
and designated trails. Check at the Ranger Station for 
current regulations.

•  Drones or Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS)
are prohibited.

•  Skateboards, rollerblades, rollerskates, and
gravity-propelled devices are prohibited.

•  Dogs: Must be on leash at all times when out of
your car; must be in tent or a vehicle at night; and
must stay in developed areas—they are not allowed
on trails or fi re roads.

•  Fires: Restrictions in e! ect during season. Check with
a Ranger. Fires must be in fi re pits or barbecues
provided—no ground fi res.

• Emergencies: Dial 911.
• Fireworks are prohibited.
• Firearms/airguns and hunting are prohibited.

Park Rules
You are responsible for obeying these and other Park rules
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Rules of the Road
for Motorists and Cyclists

Share the roadway with all Park users. 

• Drive at or below the posted Park speed limits.
 2+,#'()$#+ 0*1#2,* 2(.* 22350*

• Pass with su3  cient visual clearance
 2+,#'()$#+ 0*1#2,* 2(.* 21751 *

• Do not pass on blind curves.
2+,#'()$#+ 0*1#2,* 2(.* 21752(+)*

• Give bicyclists 3 feet clearance.
2+,#'()$#+ 0*1#2,* 2(.* 21760(b)*

• Yield to equestrians.
 2+,#'()$#+ 0*1#2,* 2(.* 21759*

*.%#%.&. fi #': $238

California State Parks supports equal access. 
Prior to arrival, visitors with disabilities who need 
assistance should contact the Contra Solano Sector 
O3  ce, 925-673-2891. This newsletter is available in 
alternate formats by contacting 925-673-2891.

T$#&, (&/+( &+ '-* 5#$% 2!,,!8
California State Parks’ uniform 
format. The name of the trail 
you are on is specifi ed in rela-
tively small horizontal type near 
the top of the sign. The name 
that appears vertically in large 
type (another trail but some-
times a destination or park 
boundary) identifi es the termi-
nation of that particular trail; 
note the word “TO” in small 
letters. The mileage to that end 
point is specifi ed at the bottom.

Understanding Trail Signs

Miles to the
destination point

Destination
point of the trail
(another trail
or landmark)

Name of the trail

Direction
of the trail


