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Peregrines at Castle Rock, A History
Staci Hobbet, Lead of the Peregrine Team in Pine Canyon
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 pine canyon peregrine fledglings, 2018 • fritz wilheim

The fastest animal on earth is a neighbor of yours. It’s 
the peregrine falcon, clocked at more than 200 miles per 
hour as it dives for prey, mostly other birds. Address? The 
dramatic sandstone pinnacles called Castle Rock on the 
western edge of Mount Diablo State Park.
 Peregrines have nested in Castle Rock for thousands 
of years except, notably, during the four decades between 
1950 and 1989, when peregrines across the country and 
in Britain were nearly wiped out by DDT, the pesticide 
Rachel Carson wrote about so eloquently in her 1962 
classic, Silent Spring. California’s peregrine population 
plummeted from more than 400 nesting pairs to one 
confirmed pair, in Morro Bay near San Luis Obispo. The 
Castle Rock pair disappeared. 
 Why? Some environmental pollutants, such as DDT, 
aren’t broken down even by digestion but are stored intact 
in the body, and so accumulate in the food chain as smaller 
creatures are eaten by larger ones, a relentless process 
known as biomagnification or bioaccumulation. A pigeon, 
for instance, may ingest a tiny amount of pesticide on its 
mostly-vegetarian diet, but a peregrine may eat a whole 
pigeon every couple of days, gradually turning all the 
minute doses into a toxic total. In peregrines and a number 
of other birds at the apex of the food chain—bald eagles, brown pelicans, and ospreys—this toxicity interrupted 
the metabolism of calcium, thinning their eggs to the point of collapse. Thanks to quick detective work by 
researchers, the link was discovered while there was still time for humans to interfere again, but on the positive 
side, with large-scale protection and reintroductions. 
 In the Castle Rock area, volunteers and environmental organizations first joined forces during an intense 
six-week period early in 1989 by placing captive-hatched peregrine chicks in the nests of prairie falcons, a 
closely-related bird that was less affected by DDT due to a diet of rodents and insects, which are lower on the 
food chain. Fortunately, these foster parents didn’t recognize the ruse and didn’t keep track of how many chicks 
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viewing the peregrines from pine canyon • ken lavin

Welcome to Mount Diablo State 
Park! I hope you are able to 
explore a trail, enjoy a picnic, or 
experience the panoramic views 
during your visit. Mount Diablo 
Interpretive Association (MDIA), 

the park’s all-volunteer cooperating association, 
provides a variety of resources to make your visit as 
enjoyable and educational as possible. 

New website: Our updated website, www.mdia.org, 
provides a wealth of information to help you plan 
your visit to Mount Diablo, including directions to 
the park, camping information, suggestions for hiking 
and biking routes, and rules and regulations to ensure 
that you have a safe visit. The website also contains 
information about the wildlife, plants, and geology 
found in the park, so you can continue learning about 
the natural history of Mount Diablo, even after you 
return home.

wildflower Guide: The recently updated wildflower 
guide is now available on our website. The guide 
is organized by color and includes photographs in 
addition to common and scientific names for many of 
the flower species found on the mountain.

Audible MouNt diAblo: The Audible Mount Diablo 
audiovisual tours, also available on our website, are 
a great way to learn about the natural and cultural 
history of the park during your visit. These guides 
can be downloaded to your mobile device so you 
can follow along as you explore the park’s unique 
landscape.

These are just a few of the many resources that MDIA 
provides for visitors. I hope you find them useful and 
enjoy your visit to this Bay Area treasure.

were hunched, always hungry, in the nest. One pair 
successfully raised ten chicks in one season, most of 
them peregrines. Reintroductions were repeated in 
1990 by a strengthened coalition, and the peregrines 
have been nesting annually at Castle Rock ever since. 
 It’s an inspiring success story. California is now 
nearly back to its pre-DDT peregrine population, 
and unlike California condors, the birds are thriving 
without constant human intervention. A new 
problem has raised its head at Castle Rock: the 
cliffs have long been a favorite hiking and party 
destination, and as the area’s human population 
has grown, so has the number of visitors. A study 
funded by the East Bay Regional Park District in 
2017 showed that from 2000-2016, annual visits to 
its parks had jumped 78%. Our other open spaces, 
including Mount Diablo State Park, have seen similar 
trends. 
 In 2015, in response to this increase, Mount 
Diablo State Park joined with the East Bay Regional 
Park District, which includes Diablo Foothills 
Regional Park, also known as Castle Rock Park, in 
Walnut Creek, to close the pinnacles of Castle Rock 
to all visitors every year from February 1st to July 
31st, the nesting season of the peregrines, when they 
need privacy and distance. That same year, a handful 
of Mount Diablo volunteers formed a monitoring 
team, named the Peregrine Team in Pine Canyon, 
to alert park visitors to the new closure zone, to tell 
them about the peregrines and the natural history of 
this small but rich ecosystem, and to report trespassers 
to the staffs of both parks. 
 This year was the team’s fourth, and it has 
grown each season, drawing on a dozen other area 
organizations, such as Mount Diablo Audubon 
Society, the California Native Plant Society, the 
Sierra Club, and Save Mount Diablo. Most of these 
newer members have also become trained MDSP 
volunteers and are involved with other activities as 
well, volunteering at the visitor centers, leading and 
assisting public hikes, and roving the trails to help 
park visitors. 
 In those four years, trespassing has trended 
downward, and the adult birds raised chicks 

successfully three times, including this year, though 
the season didn’t start out well. The adults nested in 
the spring as usual, but a second adult female per-
egrine showed up before the eggs hatched, possibly 
trying to horn in. Peregrines are fiercely territorial; 
this third wheel diverted the resident pair from the 
nest during cold weather, when the eggs needed 
warmth and frequent turning. After two weeks, they 
succeeded in driving off the spare peregrine, but had 
to start over with a fresh batch of eggs, shifting the 
hatching to a time of withering heat. But two young 
females have now joined their parents in the air, and 
will continue to learn the fine points of aerial hunting 
this fall and winter.
 For more information, contact Staci Hobbet, 
Lead of the Peregrine Team in Pine Canyon: 
anastasiahobbet@gmail.com. 

(continued on page 3)

Peregrines at Castle Rock, a History, continued from page 2

When most Bay Area residents think of snowy 
mountains, they imagine the Sierras, with their 
impressive snowpack that can last into the late spring 
or early summer. But even here in the East Bay, where 
the climate is rather mild, the occasional dusting of 
snow is visible at higher elevations on Mount Diablo. 
Although the snow doesn’t last very long, it makes for 
beautiful photos and provides a novel experience for 
park visitors.

While heavy snow is relatively uncommon on 
Mount Diablo, the mountain has experienced several 
large snow events since the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration first began collecting 
measurements at Mount Diablo Junction in 1952. 
The snowiest day on record was March 14, 1975, 
when 8 inches fell. The following month, in April 
of 1975, a total of 17 inches of snow fell, making 
this the snowiest month on record. In recent years, 
snowfall totals have been rather low, although 7 
inches were recorded in February of 2001.

The records from Mount Diablo Junction, located at 
an elevation of 2,170 feet, give us a glimpse of some 
of the most significant snowfall on the mountain. 
However, conditions are often very different at 
the Summit, which is over 1,500 feet higher and 

snow at the summit tower • bill karieva

Peregrines at Castle Rock, a History
continued from page 1

Where in the 
park is this?

Find out on page 6

(continued on page 6)



Camping at Mount Diablo State Park

Mount Diablo has three designated family camping areas and five group camps:

Juniper Campground (36 sites, elevation 3,000 ft.) Located approximately 2 miles 
below the summit, on Summit Road, Juniper is known for its fantastic views.
Three campsites meet accessibility (Americans with Disabilities Act) standards. 
Reservations available.

Live Oak Campground (23 sites, elevation 1,450 ft.) Located one mile above the South 
Gate Entrance Station, off South Gate Road. Live Oak is near Rock City, where one can 
explore rock formations. Reservations available.

Junction Campground (6 sites, elevation 2,200 ft.) Located where South Gate Road 
and North Gate Road meet at the Ranger Station. This campground is situated in an 
open woodland area. Available on a first-come, first-served basis only.

Group Camps are Buckeye, Barbecue Terrace, Wildcat, Stagecoach, and Boundary.
Each campground is primitive with running water (subject to availability) and pit toilets. 
Barbecue Terrace is equipped with horse ties for equestrian use. RVs are not allowed in 
the group camping areas. Reservations available.

 All campgrounds are provided with picnic tables, fire pits or stoves, potable water  
 (subject to availability) and restrooms. Showers are available at Juniper and Live  
 Oak campgrounds at no additional charge.

 The campgrounds are mainly designed for tent camping, but can accommodate  
 RVs up to 20 feet in length. No hookups and dumping stations are provided.

Camping Procedures
Make reservations up to 6 months in advance using the ReserveCalifornia website at 
reservecalifornia.com. Reservations can be made for a specific campground but not a 
specific site. Campers cannot be registered at Mitchell Canyon.

Check-in time is 2:00 p.m. Check-out time is 12:00 noon.

During the fire season (generally May to October), the park is subject to closure due to 
extreme fire danger. Campers must call the park at 925.837.2525 or 925.837.0904 one 
day prior to their arrival to confirm park status.

General Rules

 • Alcoholic beverages are prohibited in the park.
 • 8 people and 2 vehicles maximum per campsite.
 • Each juvenile (under age of 18) must have written permission from his/her parents
  (with parent’s phone number) prior to camping without adult supervision. Phone
  verifications will be attempted.
 • Quiet hours are from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
 • No electric generators from 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 a.m.
 • Firewood gathering is prohibited.
 • Fires must be in stoves or fire pits provided. NO GROUND FIRES.
 • Campfire restrictions are in effect during the fire season. Check fire conditions for
  appropriate use (see page 6).
 • Campers are locked in the park overnight from sunset to 8:00 a.m. For   
  emergencies dial 911.
 • Quiet—noise must not carry beyond your immediate camp or picnic ground.

Group Picnic Reservations: 925-855-1730
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Most land adjacent to the park 
is private property. Do not enter 
without the owner’s permission.

Mitchell Canyon Road does not offer a route to 
the Summit via motor vehicle. Vehicles must enter 
through North Gate Road or South Gate Road.

Group Camps

site

nightly

use fee campers vehicles

Stagecoach $65 20 7

Boundary $65 20 7

Buckeye $100 30 10

Wildcat $100 30 10

Barbecue Terrace $165 50 17

capacity

Park Fees per Car
Mitchell Canyon Entrance* $6.00

Macedo Ranch Entrance* $6.00

North and South Gate Entrances* $10.00

Golden Poppy Annual Pass $125.00

California Explorer Annual Pass $195.00

* minus $1 for seniors 62+
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A more detailed topographic map is available for purchase at the entrance stations and the Summit and Mitchell Canyon visitor centers.



This rock formation, 
known as China Wall, is a 
layer of terminally-eroded 
sandstone that juts 
abruptly out of the 
surrounding landscape. 
The sandstone layer was 
pushed into a vertical 
position by the upthrust 
of Mount Diablo. 
Surrounding layers 
eroded away more rapidly, 
leaving a unique structure 
that resembles the Great 
Wall of China.

The 2.6 mile round-trip hike to China Wall starts at 
the Macedo Ranch Staging Area, at the end of Green 
Valley Road in Danville. Your hike begins on Wall 
Point Road. At the first junction, continue straight 
onto the Briones-Mount Diablo Regional Trail 
until you reach the junction with China Wall Road. 
Continue for a short distance to your destination.

To learn more about this hike, visit the Hiking 
Mount Diablo page on the MDIA website 
(https://www.mdia.org/hiking-mount-diablo) and 
look for the China Wall Hike link.
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Winter Weather, continued from page 3 MDIA Product Order and Membership Form
Clip and mail to MDIA, PO Box 346, Walnut Creek, CA 94597-0346. Checks only, made payable to MDIA.

if you would like to support MdiA, pleAse consider joining

Mount Diablo Interpretive Association
Membership Application

Membership dues are deductible to the full extent 
allowed by law. New memberships include a free 
Mount Diablo trail map.

MeMbership cAtegory
(circle one)

Student/Senior (55+) $15

Individual $25

Family $40

Contributing $100

Lifetime $500

Name:

Address:

City:

State/Zip:

Telephone: (          )
Email:

https://squareup.com/store/mount-
diablo-interpretive-association/item/
mdia-membership

Summit Museum
is open

7 days a week
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

925.837.6119

Donation $

Join MDIA or renew your 
membership online now.
Use your smartphone.

•  Maps and Hiking Information each qty total

Trail Map of Mount Diablo State Park   (7th  Ed.) 7.50

Hiker’s Guide to Mount Diablo State Park 18.00

•  Interpretive Publications

Mount Diablo, The Extraordinary Life and Landscapes
of a California Treasure 60.00

The Mount Diablo Guide (3rd Ed.) 17.00

Mountain Lore—History & Place Names
of Mount Diablo 7.50

Trees and Shrubs of Mount Diablo 7.50

Common Birds of Mount Diablo 7.50

Mt. Diablo Wildflowers 7.50

Geology Brochure and Map 2.50

•  Products with Mount Diablo State Park Logo

T-shirts:  Sky Blue or Stonewashed Green;  S,  M,  L,  XL
(circle size and color)

16.00

Mount Diablo Patch 4.00

Mount Diablo Lapel/Hat Pin 5.50

subtotAl $

10% Discount for MDIA, California State Parks Foundation members, 
and Park Staff

totAl AMount  (includes sAles tAx, shipping & hAndling) $

Thank you for your mail order! 
Profits from sales support the educational programs of MDIA.

www.mdia.org/site/mdia-event-calendar

Check out all the hikes and 
other events happening in 
Mount Diablo State Park.

Event Calendar

To submit articles or photographs for the next 
issue of the Mount Diablo Review, email
info@mdia.org or leave a message at 
925.927.7222. Submission deadline for the
Spring/Summer issue is January 15, 2018.

Article or Photograph Submission• Maintain fires at all times in a   
 safe condition that does not
 threaten any person or natural
 or structural feature.

• Never leave a fire unattended.

• Extinguish all fires prior to 
 departure.

• Ground fires are not permitted.

• Firewood gathering is
 prohibited.

• Report all wildfires
 immediately. Call 911.

Fire Danger:
How Will It Affect You? 

fire danger chart

Fire Danger Reading

Wood fire permitted in
stoves & BBQ pits

(designated picnic
and campsites)

Use of
Compressed 

Logs

Use of
Charcoal

Use of
Self-

contained
Stove

Cigarette
Smoking 1

Park
Closed 2

LOW

MEDIUM

HIGH

HIGH WITH RED FLAG

VERY HIGH/EXTREME

YES

NO

YES

YES

YES

1 the prohibition of smoking under high fire danger includes smoking within a vehicle.
2 park closure applies to all hikers, vehicles, bicyclists (mountain and road), and horseback riders.

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES

YES

YES

NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

YES

typically gets more snow due to cooler temperatures. 
In the past few years, although no snowfall has been 
recorded at the weather station, park visitors and 
residents of the surrounding area have periodically 
seen the mountain with a dusting of white at higher 
elevations.

If you decide to visit Mount Diablo on a snowy day, 
keep in mind that the road to the Summit may be 
closed to vehicles due to ice, so be sure to call ahead 
to check on conditions. There is no safe place for 
sledding or skiing on the mountain, so hiking is the 
best way to enjoy snowy weather. Just be careful, as 
the trails may also be icy.

Even if you don’t catch a glimpse of snow during 
your winter visit to Mount Diablo, you are likely to 
experience rain. Last January and February were two 
of the rainiest months on record, with a combined 35 
inches of rain. Wet winter days provide a nice respite 
from the heat that can plague the mountain during 
other times of the year, but wet conditions present 
unique hazards that visitors should be aware of. If you 
are visiting on a rainy day, be sure to slow down on 
the slick roads. As you venture out on the trails, wear 
sturdy shoes and dress in warm, waterproof layers. 
Equestrians should avoid using single-track trails after 
heavy rains to prevent damage to the trails. With a 
little bit of preparation, visitors can enjoy the sights 
and sounds of Mount Diablo all winter long!

Where in the park is this?

china wall • bill karieva
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Understanding Trail Signs
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Park Rules

• All Features of the Park Are Protected! Do not remove  
 or disturb plants, animals, or geological features.

• Park Hours: Opens at 8 a.m. and closes at sunset.   
 Visitors should be in their vehicles heading out at sunset  
 to avoid being locked in.

• No Alcohol: All alcoholic beverages are prohibited in   
 the park.

• Vehicles/Bicycles Speed Limit: 15 to 25 mph on park  
 roads, 15 mph in campgrounds and picnic areas. All   
 vehicles must stay on the pavement and are prohibited  
 on trails and fire roads.

• Bicycles are allowed only on paved roads, fire roads   
 and designated trails. Check at the Ranger
 Station for current regulations.

you are responsible for obeying these and other park rules

• Drones or Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) are
 prohibited.

• Skateboards, rollerblades, rollerskates, and     
 gravity-propelled devices are prohibited.

• Dogs: Must be on leash at all times when out of your
 car; must be in a tent or a vehicle at night; and must 
 stay in developed areas—they are not allowed on trails   
 or fire roads.

• Fires: Restrictions in effect during season. Check
 with a Ranger. Fires must be in fire stoves or barbecues   
 provided—no ground fires.

• Emergencies: Dial 911.

• Fireworks are prohibited.

• Firearms/airguns and hunting are prohibited.

Trail signs in the park follow 
California State Parks uniform 
format. The name of the trail you 
are on is specified in relatively 
small horizontal type near the 
top of the sign. The name that 
appears vertically in large type 
(another trail, destination, or 
park boundary) identifies the 
termination of that particular 
trail; note the word “TO” in small 
letters. The mileage to that end 
point is specified at the bottom.

Rules of the Road
For Motorists and Cyclists

pass
with
care

Share the roadway with all Park users.

• Drive at or below the posted Park
 speed limits.
 california vehicle code 22350*

• Pass with sufficient visual clearance.
 california vehicle code 21751*

• Do not pass on blind curves.
 california vehicle code 21752(a)*

• Give bicyclists 3 feet clearance.
 california vehicle code 21760(b)*

• Yield to equestrians.
 california vehicle code 21759*

            *minimum fine: $238.00

Take your time and enjoy
Mount Diablo’s scenic views

Supervising Ranger ..................925.855.1730
Junction Ranger .......................925.837.6129
Mitchell Canyon Ranger ...........925.672.4266
Summit Museum ......................925.837.6119
South Gate Entrance Station ...925.837.0904
Maintenance .............................925.837.6122
Sector Office ............................925.673.2891
General Information .................925.837.2525
TTY Relay Service .....................711

Mount Diablo State Park Phone Numbers

Mount Diablo State Park
96 Mitchell Canyon Road
Clayton, CA 94517-1500California State Parks supports equal access. Prior to 

arrival, visitors with disabilities who need assistance 
should contact the Contra Solano Sector Office, 
925.673.2891. This newsletter is available in alternate 
formats by contacting 925.673.2891.


